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Introduction

The last EAEVE Visitation at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine (FVM) of the University of
Agronomic Sciences and Veterinary Medicine of Bucharest (UASVMB) took place from 7% to 111
of March 2022. It was carried out with the on-site presence of a designated Visitation Team with
experienced experts. The Visitation Team reported their findings to ECOVE that delivered a Final
Report to FVM in June 2022.

The Visitation Team noted in the Final Report of the Visitation several areas deserving of
praise (i.e. Commendations) e.g.: our academic staff is implementing student-centered teaching with
a strong commitment to continuous improvement for the benefit of students; our VEE benefits from
a very strong structuring of the quality approach at university level, which is then applied at the level
of faculty and departments with perfectly interlinked and formalized procedures; both students and
staff (academic, post-graduates, and support) are enthusiastic and proud of our VEE; the strong
leadership and participative management in our institution, with active student participation; our VEE
active involvement of undergraduates in research through the final degree thesis; the support we
provide for students within the ERASMUS scheme; excellent facility of our well-organized Career
Counseling and Guidance Centre; the subsidy for student accommodation.

The visitation team pointed to some minor deficiencies within the standards 3, 4, 5 and 8, and
a major deficiency: Non-compliance with Standard 3.1.3 because of an inadequate exposure of
students to a variety of equine clinical cases (including surgery) linked to the partial compliance for
Standard 4.1. At the ECOVE Committee meeting of 8 June 2022, through the Final Decision of June
21,2022, it was concluded, based on the visitation report, that our VEE sums up 7 Major Deficiencies:

1.1. Non-compliance with Standard 3.1.3 because of an inadequate exposure of students to a variety
of equine clinical cases (including surgery).

1.2. Non-compliance with Standard 3.1.4 because the majority of students do not receive enough
mandatory exposure on herd health management to allow acquisition of Day One Competences.
1.3. Non-compliance with Standard 4.1 because of inadequate biosecurity procedures (facilities and

equipment) for necropsies of large animals (>100 Kg).
1.4. Non-compliance with Standard 4.1 because inadequate intensive care/hospitalization for equine cases.
1.5. Non-compliance with Standard 4.4. because of absence of well-equipped surgical facilities for
horses, which does not allow state-of-art teaching for this animal species.
1.6. Non-compliance with Standard 4.6 because of absence of isolation facilities for food-producing
animals and absence of evidence that the isolation unit for equine is present at the relevant campus.
1.7. Non-compliance with Standard 5.3 due to insufficient active participation by students in the
clinical workup of patients in a number of situations, not allowing the acquisition of Day One
Competences.

The Final Report from ECOVE mentioned that other suggestions for improvement are
described in the Visitation Report.

Additionally, the report outlined the following minor deficiencies:

2.1. Minor Deficiency 1: Partial compliance with Standard 3.1.6 because of suboptimal training in
professional communication.

2.2. Minor Deficiency 2: Partial compliance with Standard 4.3 due to suboptimal biosecurity in
ambulatory clinic vehicles, concession veterinary practice and protective clothing used on farms.
2.3. Minor Deficiency 3: Partial compliance with Standard 5.4 due to a suboptimal retrieval system of
VTH clinical records to efficiently support the teaching, research, and service programs of the VEE.
2.4. Minor Deficiency 4: Partial compliance with Standard 8.5 because of suboptimal assessment
of the acquisition of some Day One Competences.
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The FVM acknowledges the helpful recommendations provided for addressing major and
minor shortcomings. It is important to note that the visitation occurred during a challenging time,
with COVID-19 restrictions in place for the past year and a half. Both the VTH and training farms &
CSVs had experienced periods of partial or complete lockdown, which resulted in the postponement
of the visitation originally planned for 2021. In addition, there was a lack of staff and students due to
COVID-19 infections or related quarantines of staff and students and limitations in owners’
availability, which resulted in insufficient exposure of students to clinical cases. Currently, the VTH,
farms & CSVs ensure the required number of clinical cases and FVM has established collaboration
based on a formal contract with an equine hospital to increase the number of equine clinical cases,
including surgeries.

After the on-site visit and receipt of the final report, FVM took action to address the identified
deficiencies and requested a re-visitation in 2023. The RSER provides relevant details on the
corrective measures taken to address the major deficiencies as well as to respond to the minor
deficiencies and suggestions. These measures will enable FVM of Bucharest to fully comply with
EAEVE accreditation standards.

In accordance with the European System of Evaluation of Veterinary Training (ESEVT) the
VEE of the UASVMB is classified as holding the status of: PENDING ACCREDITATION.

To meet the requirements and achieve full compliance with the ESEVT Standards, the Faculty
Council established the EAEVE Re-visit Committee (Annex [.1.), to undertake a comprehensive
process of improvement and rectification of the identified deficiencies, which was approved by the
UASVMB management (Annex [.2.; Annex [.3.). The subsequent sections describe the solutions that
were implemented.
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1.  Correction of Major Deficiencies

1.1. Major Deficiency 1: Non-compliance with Standard 3.1.3: Inadequate exposure of students to
a variety of equine clinical cases (including surgery)

1.1.1. Factual information

In the 2™ semester of the academic year 2022-2023, for the 5" year (Romanian, English, and
French programs), the timetable was reorganized into a modular system, allowing the equine
medicine module to take place at the Equine Hospital (Annex 1.1.; Annex 1.2.) in Zetelospital, Zetea
city, Harghita County. Between February 28, 2023, and May 31, 2023, a total of 10 visits to the equine
hospital were undertaken. The hospital is equipped with digital radiology, CT, MRI, arthroscopy,
ultrasound, and has over 10 years of experience in equine surgery. Dr. Szilard Jakab, along with the
academic staff, conducted practical works in equine surgery, internal medicine, imaging, and
infectious diseases (Annex 1.3.). The observation sheets completed by students - abdominal surgeries,
osteosynthesis, anesthesia, consultations, treatments, ultrasounds, dentistry, radiography, computer
tomography, arthroscopy, laser surgery, have been registered into the electronic database “Digitail”
(Table 1). Students received during their internship a complimentary copy of the Equine Vademecum
book, written in record time by a team of 25 faculty members (Annex 1.4.; Annex 1.5.). Equine
medicine was supported by exposing students to a variety of equine clinical cases, including surgical
interventions, both in Zetelospital and at other locations (Tables 2-4).

Table 1. Number of equines consulted/treated Zetelospital, AY 2022-2023/2"! Semester (28.02-
31.05.2023)

No. PROCEDURE NO. CASES
1. Medical clinical examination 78
2. Surgery clinical examination 7
3. Ophthalmologic examination 4
4. Dental examination 11
5. Obstetrics / gynecology clinical examination 5
6. Abdominal ultrasound 10
7. Tendon ultrasound 16
8. Intravaginal ultrasound 1
9. IRM 3
10. Endoscopy 1
11. X-ray examination 40
12. Preanesthetic exam 2
13. Loco-regional anesthesia 30
14. Inhalation anesthesia 21
15. Soft tissue surgery 6
16. Abdominal surgery 2
17. Surgery - Diode Laser 1
18. Floating 1
19. Orchidectomy 3
20. Osteosyntheses 1
21. Laryngeal hemiplegia 3
22. Arthroscopy 7
23. Dentistry 2
24. Postoperative examination and treatment 50
25. Application of removable/irremovable bandages 20

TOTAL 307 *

* differences from the total in Table 4 — multiple procedures on the same case
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Table 2. Number of equines consulted/treated AY 2021-2022/2"! Semester (28.02-12.06.2022)

No. Location Number of cases
1. Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Bucharest 3
2. CsSv 86
3. Dragon Club 7
4. Moara Domneasca Farm 5
5. Alpab Bucharest 15
6. Metropolitan Circus 16
7. Gruiu Farm 3
8. Equestrian Center 25
9. Steaua Sperantei Association 1

TOTAL 161

Table 3. Number of equines consulted/treated AY 2022-2023/1% Semester (03.10.2022-

29.01.2023)

No. Location Number of cases
1. Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Bucharest 4
2. CSv 4
3. Bucov Horse shelter 22
4. Moara Domneascd Farm 2
5. Alpab Bucharest 1
6. UM 0260 21
7. Riding Detachment 'Felix Topescu' of Gendarmerie 1
8. Diana Equestrian Center 34
9. Steaua Sperantei Association 51

TOTAL 140

Table 4. Number of equines consulted/treated AY 2022-2023/2" Semester (27.02-11.06.2023)

No. Location Number of cases
1. Faculty of Veterinary Medicine Bucharest 5
2. CSv 37
3. Zetea Equine Hospital 319
4. Moara Domneascd Farm 45
5. Hobbyland Equestrian Center 3
6. UM 0260 45
7. Dor Marunt Stud farm 45
8. Diana Equestrian Center 27
9. Steaua Sperantei Association 51
10. Jegalia Stud farm 1

TOTAL 578

1.1.2. Comments

Through the set of measures established and implemented, students benefit from adequate
exposure to equine case studies by actively participating in addressing and remedying equine clinical
cases. Equine medicine modules organized within the Equine Hospital (Zetea - Harghita), the case
studies addressed during specialized clinic visits (internal medicine, surgery, reproductive disorders)
at locations and farms with equine populations, and the specific pathology addressed, alongside the
improvement and development of the infrastructure for surgical cases (reconfiguration of spaces to
allow for optimal surgical interventions - Building 14/Room 26, and respectively for equine
hospitalization and admission - Building 14/Room 34), as well as the establishment of the equine
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isolation facility within the FMVB campus, in the University Center of Experimental Medicine
(UCEM) building.

We aim to develop and provide coherent access for students to equine medicine cases and to
offer continuous training of teaching staff involved in species-specific case studies. Efforts to train
and enhance the competencies of the teaching staff in clinical disciplines and equine medicine are
ongoing and illustrated by their participation in workshops, congresses, specialized modules, and the
publication of studies and works in this field (Annex 1.6.).

1.2. Major Deficiency 2: Non-compliance with Standard 3.1.4 because the majority of students do
not receive enough mandatory exposure on herd health management to allow acquisition of Day One
Competences.

1.2.1. Factual information

Starting from the academic year 2022-2023, students fill in reports addressed to the farm
veterinarian or owner under the guidance of teaching staff that reviews health and production data
from the whole farm.

Herd health management evaluation becomes mandatory for each student during ruminant,
pig and poultry units’ visits (mandatory skills for Day 1 Competencies in the Student Logbook).

Students produce reports (Annex 2.1.) by using Questionnaires designed for specific animal
production farms (Annex 2.2.) that collect health and production data.

1.2.2. Comments

During the implementation process of the farm's health reports, major infectious diseases
outbreaks were declared in Romanian pig herds and poultry units (African swine fever and avian
influenza). These led to restrictions on the access of visitors to the units at risk. Additionally, to
expose students on herd health management, FVM organized workshops with farm veterinarians or
owners and students where the students’ asked questions and received detailed information about
management and biosecurity activities applied in pig and poultry units. In this way, each student was
able to write a herd health and production report based on real data. Also, the close collaboration with
the managers of the broiler farms allowed the harmonization of the students' visits to the farms with
the delivery of the broilers to the slaughterhouse. In this way, the students were able to carry out
practical activities specific to broiler farms without creating biosecurity risks for the farm and the
occurrence of disease outbreaks.

FVM continued to expose students to Romanian rural veterinary practice and renewed
collaboration agreements with large farms.

Health and performance data from farms that are collaborating with FVM are used in the
training process for students in farm health.

1.3. Major Deficiency 3: Non-compliance with Standard 4.1 because of inadequate biosecurity
procedures (facilities and equipment) for necropsies of large animals (>100 Kg)

1.3.1. Factual information

Starting with the academic year 2022-2023 the necropsy for large animals has been
accomplished by using the facilities of Building 7 — Anatomy, room 16. Adequate biosecurity
measurements have been enforced as follows: separate admission of students towards the necropsy
room (Annex 3.1.), separate access of the cadavers destined for necropsy purposes, acquisition of
long-term or single-use items of personnel for biohazard protection, on-site, appropriate spaces for
equipment storage. Additionally, field necropsies in livestock farms and slaughter-house postmortem
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examination have been performed when available in the closest counties to Bucharest (Ilfov,
Teleorman) or within the Equine Medicine module.

1.3.2. Comments

The accomplishment of practical activities concerning large animal necropsy within Building
7 and field necropsies represent a short-term solution, until the dedicated, permanent facilities within
Building 8 — Pathology will be available for teaching and research activities. Nevertheless, the
rehabilitation work and putting the technical equipment for necropsy in position are about to be
finished before the beginning of the academic year 2023-2024 (Annex 3.2.). By enabling this space,
full biosecurity procedures (facilities and equipment) will be ensured for all species, including for the
large animals (>100 kg) necropsy (Annex 3.3.).

1.4. Major Deficiency 4: Non-compliance with Standard 4.1 because of inadequate intensive
care/hospitalisation for equine cases)

1.4.1. Factual information

The correction of the deficiency represented by inadequate hospitalization and intensive care
for equines was achieved through the reconfiguration of a space in Pavilion 14, Room 34, involving
the setup and equipping of two stalls, with access from the equine operating block (Annex 4.1.; Annex
4.2.).

1.4.2. Comments

We will continue the ongoing adaptation of equipment and the continuous training of ICU
staff.

1.5. Major Deficiency 5: Non-compliance with Standard 4.4 because of absence of well-equipped
surgical facilities for horses, which does not allow state-of-art teaching for this animal species)

1.5.1. Factual information

The correction of the deficiency represented by the absence of well-equipped surgical facilities
for equines was addressed through the reconfiguration and equipping of the equine surgery unit in
Building 14 (Room 26), designed for large animals (Annex 4.1.; Annex 5.1.).

1.5.2. Comments

We will continue the ongoing adaptation of equipment and the continuous training of the
large animal operating room staff.

1.6. Major Deficiency 6: Non-compliance with Standard 4.6 because of absence of isolation facilities
for food-producing animals and absence of evidence that the isolation unit for equines is present at
the relevant campus

1.6.1. Factual information

The isolation facilities for food-producing animals from March 2022 to September 2023 were
organized and operated within the Teaching Farm of the UASVMB - Moara Domneasca. Cases with
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suspected infectious diseases were accommodated there. Starting from the academic year 2023-2024,
these facilities operate as a separate and newly constructed structure within the university's teaching
farm (Annex 6.1.).

At the FVM's proposal, the Board of Administration of the USAMVB approved the
construction of a new facility as an isolation unit for food-producing animals with rooms for large
ruminants, small ruminants, pigs and poultry/rabbits. A veterinary clinic with a consultation room
and large animal surgery is also set up in this new facility (Annex 4.1.).

The isolation unit for equines in the relevant campus was set up in the room on the ground
floor of the UCEM building (Annex 6.2.).

1.6.2. Comments

The isolation facility for food-producing animals within Moara Domneasca Teaching Farm
operated until the new facility was put into use.

1.7. Major Deficiency 7: Non-compliance with Standard 5.3 Insufficient active participation by
students in the clinical workup of patients in a number of situations, not allowing acquisition of Day
One Competencies

1.7.1. Factual information

Starting with the academic year 2022-2023, we elaborated and implemented as a specific
procedure of evidencing the acquisition of Day One Competences for each student, in accordance
with the Discipline Sheets, the logbook, along with the already existing clinical observation forms
registered in the Digitail system, in the large animal electronic registration system, and logbook/case
portfolio/practical training notebook (Annex 7.1.; Annex 7.2.; Annex 7.3.).

Active participation in the clinical examination of patients is confirmed and supported through
the effective involvement of students, in accordance with the documents presented above and their
procedures.

1.7.2. Comments
As soon as the post-pandemic normal activity has been restored, all students have had the

possibility to actively participate in all clinical workup of patients, considering that the clinical
activity is carried out with small groups of students.
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2. Correction of Minor Deficiencies

2.1. Minor Deficiency 1: Standard 3.1.6 - Suboptimal training in professional communication
2.1.1. Factual information

The Faculty Council proposed and approved the introduction of the compulsory discipline
Communication techniques (starting with the academic year 2022-2023) in the first study year, 2™
semester (Annex 1.1.m; Annex 1.2.m), proposal approved by the Board of Administration and the
Senate of UASVMB. This subject provides adequate skills and competencies required for effective
communication in a professional setting. The clinical disciplines syllabus will mandatorily include
specific communication competencies and skills related to the field, which will be evaluated during
the final examination.

2.1.2. Comments

Additionally, the FVM maintained the already existent communication training among
students (optional communication disciplines such as Communication and Communication Protocols
with Patient Owners in the 3™ year, 2" semester, Professional Communication in the 6 year, 1%
semester) and organizes training courses in the field of communication for students, faculty and
support staff from VTH (Annex 1.3.m).

2.1.3. Suggestions for improvement

2.2. Minor Deficiency 2: Standard 4.3 - Suboptimal biosecurity in ambulatory clinic vehicles,
concession veterinary practice and protective clothing used on farms

2.2.1. Factual information

All biosecurity issues reported for veterinary ambulatory clinic vehicles and the concessioned
veterinary clinic have been solved and appropriate protective clothing, including waterproof overalls,
footwear disposable protective covers, in farms practical activities are available and used.

2.2.2. Comments

2.2.3. Suggestions for improvement

2.3. Minor Deficiency 3: Standard 5.4 - Suboptimal retrieval system of VTH clinical records
efficiently supports the teaching, research, and service programs of the VEE

2.3.1. Factual information

In order to fulfill the requirements for the retrieval system of VTH clinical records, a
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procedure for verifying the entry of all companion animal clinical cases (in Digitail) and food-
producing animal cases (e-documents/Digitail see chapter 1.7.) have been reiterated and improved
(Annex 3.1.m).

Digitail system has been updated, and large animal cases can now also be managed, the
terminology in Digitail has been redefined, so that searches can be carried out according to the species
provided by the EAEVE SOP (Annex 7.3.).

2.3.2. Comments
The Digitail system allows the uploading of analysis results and imaging evaluations.

2.3.3. Suggestions for improvement

2.4. Minor Deficiency 4: Standard 8.5 - Suboptimal assessment of the acquisition of some Day One
Competences

2.4.1. Factual information

Starting with the academic year 2022-2023, the Logbook was developed and implemented,
and the students are recording the corresponding skills for day 1 competencies in the Student Logbook
(Annex 7.1.), which was developed by the working group designated for this purpose, coordinated
by FC Education Committee.

Only the FVM teaching staff can have the supervisor role.

Students Logbook operates based on a specific regulation known by the students and teaching
staff and available online (https:/www.fmvb.ro/despre-noi#regulamente) (Annex 4.1.m).

The acquisition of skills corresponding to the competencies in the discipline study sheets
(syllabus), certified by filling them in the Student Logbook, is a compulsory condition for
participating in the corresponding discipline exam.

2.4.2. Comments

Once the logbook template developed by the EAEVE working group is available, it will be
adapted to the FVM logbook.
Periodic re-evaluation of the skills and competences in the logbook will be undertaken.

2.4.3. Suggestions for improvement
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3. ESEVT Indicators

3.1. Factual information

2022- 2021- 2020- Mean
— 2023 2022 2021
1 n° of FTE academic staff involved in veterinary training 210,93 199,6 198,45 202,99
2 | n° of undergraduate students 1804 1646 1552 1667,33
3 n° of FTE veterinarians involved in veterinary training 192,23 179,6 182,35 184,73
4 | n° of students graduating annually 240 221 192 217,67
5 | n° of FTE support staff involved in veterinary training 126,05 135,25 127,25 129,52
6 | n° of hours of practical (non-clinical) training 1406,8 1392,8 1392,8 139747
7 n° of hours of clinical training 1140,3 1129,3 1115,3 1128,30
8 n° of hours of FSQ & VPH training 244,44 244,44 244 .44 244 .44
9 n° of hours of extra-mural practical training in FSQ & 79,44 79,44 79,44 79,44
VPH
10 | n° of companion animal patients seen intra-murally 15413 23140 25475 21342,6
7
11 | n° of ruminant and pig patients seen intra-murally 792 3430 2665 2295,67
12 | n° of equine patients seen intra-murally 92 1335 1116 847,67
13 | n° of rabbit, rodent, bird and exotic patients seen intra- 109 207 555 290,33
murally
14 | n° of companion animal patients seen extra-murally 922 1213 662 932,33
15 | n° of individual ruminants and pig patients seen extra- 4233 2896 572 2567,00
murally
16 | n° of equine patients seen extra-murally 670 0 71 247,00
17 | n° of visits to ruminant and pig herds 111 165 121 132,33
18 | n° of visits of poultry and farmed rabbit units 7 13 31 17,00
19 | n° of companion animal necropsies 646 544 253 481,00
20 | n° of ruminant and pig necropsies 401 109 87 199,00
21 | n° of equine necropsies 48 17 10 25,00
22 | n° of rabbit, rodent, bird and exotic pet necropsies 467 365 116 316,00
23 | n° of FTE specialised veterinarians involved in veterinary 71,66 76,71 79,7 76,02
training
24 | n° of PhD graduating annually 14 15 10 13,00

*FTE = Full Time Equivalent
**FSQ&VPH = Food Safety and Quality & Veterinary Public Health

3.2. Comments

During the evaluated period, FVM experienced an increased number of students, which was
supported by a proportional increase in FTE teaching staff engaged in veterinary training. By
increasing the positions filled at the end of the previous academic year, the aim was to balance this
deficit.

From the analysis of the ESEVT indicators, it is obvious that FVM meets the ESEVT standards
for all indicators related to intramural and extramural clinical activity, as well as necropsy diagnostics.
Even though the number of necropsy cases substantially decreased during the COVID-19 pandemic
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period, this number gradually returned to normal levels in the following years, resulting in the calculated
indicator values meeting the required standards.

3.3. Suggestions for improvement

The calculated indicator for 11, the ratio of FTE teaching staff involved in veterinary training
to students, records a value lower than the recommended one (-0.004). In this regard, the faculty aims
to make consistent efforts to hire young teaching staff.

Rector,
Dean,
Professor Sorin Mihai Cimpeanu (PhD)
Professor Manuella Militaru (PhD)
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