“The advantage for practices,” says Kathy, “is
that their VNs become more enquiring, and
more confident academically - which can also
be challenging!” Giving VNs the chance to
progress academically can also help with
motivation and retention, and practices can get
more out of VNs who are confident and up-to-
date, such as better informed contributions to
revising practice protocols.

Both the Myerscough and RVC courses are
‘blended learning’ — a mix of mainly online
learning with some face-to-face residential
study. Both courses start with an induction
period at the college, and Myerscough College
structures a series of residential study
weekends into the course.

Hayley Carne, a senior surgery nurse at the
RVC's Queen Mother Hospital, is doing the
Graduate Diploma in Professional and Clinical
Veterinary Nursing, and likes studying online
as “it fits in well with shifts and funny hours,”
although she says it took a bit of getting used
to as you have to go out and find things for
yourself. Learning online is very different from
the “chalk and talk,” as Kathy puts it, of VN
training, however regular coursework, specialist
tutors, and online discussion and collaboration
help keep up momentum and give you support.

Support

Although the majority of both courses is
delivered online, support from employers and
veterinary colleagues is essential. “Primarily,
this means access to case studies and
academic support — veterinary surgeons have
been to university and know what is expected,”
says Kathy. “Vets can also discuss matters like
scholarly referencing with VNs, and encourage
academic discussion at work. Help with access
to journals and textbooks is useful too —as is
time for study and research.” The written exam
is taken at the practice so the VN's practice is
asked to provide an invigilator who is either a
vet or VN to sit in with the VN during the exam.

The DipAVN is a huge step up from the NVQ
and is meant to be challenging — and as the
credits are also transferable within the higher
education system, universities recognise them
for entry onto degree-level qualifications.

The workload is demanding and Rachel advises
VNs to think carefully how they will manage this
alongside their job. But if you are seeking career
progression and want to develop your nursing
practice, then this new route to the gualification
might be exactly what you are looking for.

Further information about the DipAVN
“can be found at www.rcvs.org.uk/DipAVN.
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